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A “Free Enterprise Zone” is anything but Free and Enterprising. I guess this is what 
happens when you stop teaching civics in school. All of the sudden we forget what a free 

market really is. A free market is a market in which economic intervention and 
regulation by the government is limited to tax collection, and enforcement of private 

ownership and contracts. It is the opposite of a controlled market, in which the state 

directly regulates how goods, services and labor may be used, priced, or distributed, rather 
than relying on the mechanism of supply and demand. 

 
The government’s idea for an enterprise zone is that it will give “special incentives” to 

companies to do business in a geographically defined area. In theory it is supposed to 
make the county competitive in the job creation arena. The incentives will include tax 

breaks, reduced building and permitting requirements and even tax payer dollars to open 

the business.  
 

A very basic question has to be asked at this point. If these incentives work to attract 
business to a defined geographic area, like an enterprise zone, then why not do the same 

thing for all businesses in the county? It works in the special zone, right? Well why not 

county wide? Think of the economic impact it would have.  
 

Is this by design an attempt on the government’s part to place barriers on entry for 
potential competitors? Let’s say a widget company decides to take advantage of the 

enterprise zone. They receive special compensation or as it has been relabeled, incentives 
to relocate and operate. What then happens to those widget companies outside the special 

enterprise zone? Well they are placed at a competitive disadvantage. The government now 

gives special treatment and consideration to those widget companies in the enterprise 
zone. This is not a free market concept; it is a neo-communist way of governance. 

 
Since when is the American way of life to make one more equal than another? That is 

exactly what you are doing in the establishment of an enterprise zone. You are letting one 

business have an unfair competitive advantage over another. You are giving government 
greater control over the business development. You are operating under anything but a 

free market basis. 
 

Proponents will say that the enterprise zone attracts business that is not already in the 

county and therefore it does not create an unfair advantage. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. If a widget company establishes roots in an enterprise zone and no widget 

company exists outside the boundary of the zone, you are insuring that a company will 
never open its doors outside that boundary. How could they? It would cost them more and 

they would be placed at an economic and competitive disadvantage.  
 

Proponents will say that they cannot offer these incentives to everyone so they have to 

limit it to a geographic area. Nonsense, if the restrictions we have now are limiting job 
creation and need to be reduced in an enterprise zone to attract business, then we need to 

look at our overall policies as they exist today. If our regulations are not such that we can 
organically attract new business, then we should change or do away with those 

regulations. 

 
In America, we are supposed to levy our government equally upon all. Not doing so creates 

special classes of peoples and reflects a socialist’s view of governance. What your 
government is telling you in truth is this, “We have created an environment and a system 
that is overly restrictive and does not promote economic growth or job creation. So 
therefore, we need to remove those barriers for a select few and develop economic 
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prosperity in a specific geographic area to allow job creation. We cannot reduce these 
excessive burdens across the board because we have developed a governmental 
bureaucracy that feeds off of the inflated taxes and justifies its size through our excessive 
regulation. Therefore we can only reduce our intervention and economic restrictions in an 
enterprise zone.” 
 

Enterprise zones are typically managed by an oversight board of politically appointed 
persons that are not accountable to the voters. These persons are usually people rewarded 

for political donations or influence, and tend to personally benefit from the creation and 
operation of the enterprise zone. In a representative republic this is a foreign concept. In a 

socialist form of government it is well known and exercised. 
 

As an American you have a right to proper representation. That is why we vote. 

Proponents will argue that the oversight board is advisory in capacity and that the elected 
officials actually make the decisions. It is true that the elected officials ultimately make the 

final vote on matters concerning the enterprise zone. However, the elected officials do rely 
heavily upon and more times than not follow the recommendations of the advisory board. 

Why else would they call them an advisory board?  

 
In short, an enterprise zone is nothing more than new age government. It is a social 

experiment.  It is not American and it is not in keeping with Republican values and 
philosophies.  

 
Say no to Enterprise Zones.  
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